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EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: SHUM, SOCI 

SUBJECT: 64TH ECOSOC-IMPLEMENTATION OE THE COVENANT ON 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS, AGENDA ITEM 5 

REE: USUN 1599 

1. MISSION HAS DATAEAXED TO lO/HR, HEWITT A DRAFT 
DECISION PERTAINING TO ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SESSIONAL 
WORKING GROUP TO REVIEW THE COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL 
AND CULTURAL RIGHTS. 

2. ALTHOUGH TWO MEMBERS OF THE WESTERN GROUP, CANADA 
AND EINLAND, ARE COSPONSORING THIS RESOLUTION, WE FIND 
THAT THE TEXT IS UNACCEPTABLE. THE EC-9 SHARE OUR VIEWS. 

3. OUR PROBLEMS WITH THE TEXT ARE AS EOLLOWS. 

A. OPERATIVE PARA (A) LIMITS PARTICIPATION IN 

THE GROUP TO STATES PARTIES AND THE DISPOSITION OF THREE 
SEATS TO EACH REGIONAL GROUP DOES NOT IN EACT REPRESENT 
EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION IN VIEW OF THE DIFEERENT SIZES OF 
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EACH REGIONAL GROUP. THIS FORMULA DEPRIVES SOME GROUPS, 
SUCH AS THE AFRICANS, AT THE EXPENSE OF EASTERN EUROPEANS 
WHICH WOULD BE OVERREPRESENTED. WE WOULD PREFER A GROUP 
COMPOSED OF ONE EROM EACH REGION RATHER THAN A GROUP 
COMPOSED OF AN EVEN NUMBER FROM EACH REGION. 

B. OPERATIVE PARA (B) PROVIDES EOR MEMBERSHIP 
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OF NON MEMBERS OE THE COUNCIL WHICH WE RELIEVE IS CON- 
TRARY TO ARTICLE 72 OE THE ECOSOC RULES OF PROCEDURES 
WHICH PROVIDES THAT NON MEMBERS MAY BE INVITED TO PARTI- 
CIPATE IN MEETINGS OE SESSIONAL WORKING GROUPS BUT THAT 
THEY DO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE. THUS, THEY CANNOT 
HAVE THE SAME STATUS AS MEMBERS OF ECOSOC. 

LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 

C. OPERATIVE PARA (E) OF THE TEXT PROVIDES EOR 
REVIEW IN 1981 TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE PRINCIPLE OE 
EQUITABLE GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION IN RELATION TO STATES 
PARTIES. WE FIND THIS UNACCEPTABLE IN THAT EQUITABLE 
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION APPLIES TO THE WHOLE MEMBERSHIP 
OP ECOSOC AND NOT SIMPLY TO THE NUMBER OP STATES PARTIES. 

4. THE EC-9 WISH TO SUBMIT AMENDMENTS TO THE TEXT WITH 
RESPECT TO PARAS (A), (B), AND (C). THE ERG WILL PRO- 
POSE THAT PARA (B) BE AMENDED SO THAT THE PRESIDENT 
MAY APPOINT TO THE WORKING GROUP STATES WHICH ARE 
MEMBERS OF ECOSOC BUT WHICH ARE NOT STATES PARTIES. 

PARA (E) WOULD BE AMENDED TO DELETE REPERENCE TO THE 
PRINCIPLE OP EQUITABLE GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION. WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE DEPT COMMENTS ON THESE AMEND- 
MENTS AND COMMENTS ON THE PREPERRED ALTERNATIVES TO 
PARA (A). 
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5. IN THE EVENT THAT NO AMENDMENTS ARE ACCEPTED THE 
EC-9 WOULD ABSTAIN ON THIS TEXT AS IT STANDS. WE 
RECOMMEND THAT THE US FOLLOW THE EC-9 POSITION. 

6. WE WOULD ALSO SUPPORT A MOVE TO POSTPONE THE WHOLE 
DECISION. YOUNG 
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